
	

Dear 4th Grade Parents, 

Welcome back!  I hope you all had a fantastic summer.  Your child is now in 4th grade, 
which means they now have the opportunity to join our outstanding band program 
here at Wood Dale School District 7.  This letter tells you everything you need to 
know about signing your child up for Beginning Band.   

All 4th grade students will be fitted for instruments this Friday, August 26th during the 
school day.  First, they will get to watch/listen to an entertaining and thorough 
demonstration of all the instruments that they can play in Beginning Band.  Students 
will learn what the instruments are called, look like, and sound like.  Following the 
presentation, I will take small groups of students to be fitted for instruments.  
Representatives from Quinlan & Fabish will be here to assist with instrument fittings.  
Afterwards, students will take home a piece of paper stating which instrument they 
had the most success on.  Please bring that paper with you to the Sign-Up Night.   

The Sign-Up Night will be Tuesday, August 30th in the Wood Dale Junior High 
School foyer area.  Please arrive sometime between 4:00 – 7:00P.M.  Enter through 
the auditorium doors (Door #4).  You will be putting down initial deposits towards 
your child’s instrument rentals, books, accessories, and music stands.  After the 
paperwork is filled out and deposits paid, your child has become a member of the 
2016-2017 Beginning Band! 

Your student will receive their instrument and all necessary accessories that night!  
However, we ask that they not open their cases and try putting it together or playing it 
before they have their first lesson with me, which will be on either Thursday, Sept. 1st, 
or Friday, Sept. 2nd.  They will receive a 30-minute lesson from me so that they know 
how to put the instruments together, how to clean them, and how to take care of 
them.  On Wednesday, August 31st, I will let them know which day their lesson will 
be.  These lessons are once a week during the school day.  Starting in January, 
Beginning Band will begin its first full-band rehearsals at Wood Dale Junior High 
School.  There will be bus transportation provided to take your child to and from our 



	

rehearsals.  Students will be bussed over to the junior high every Tuesday and rehearse 
from 2:30 – 4:00P.M.  At the conclusion of the rehearsal, students will be bussed back 
to their original bus stop, to Westview if they normally walk home, or they may be 
picked up by a parent/guardian at the junior high no later than 4:00P.M.     

So Why Join Band? 

It teaches teamwork.  Team skills are a very important aspect of being successful in 
life.  Musicians play with peers of different backgrounds, cultures, and personalities.  
This requires band members to respect one another and work together, despite your 
differences. You must learn how to cooperate with the people around you, which we 
all do in our jobs/careers every day. 

It develops social skills.  I have seen many students come out of their shell through 
playing in band.  Weekly band rehearsals become an oasis in a sometimes-stressful 
world and many times the friends made in band become like family. It’s very common 
for people to gain lifelong friendships through playing in band.   

It teaches discipline. In order to have a productive learning environment, our band 
rehearsals require discipline and focus from every student.  We use the word 
‘professional’ a lot not only in how we perform, but how we carry ourselves as 
students outside of the band room.   

It improves comprehension skills. According to a study published in the journal 
Psychology of Music, “Children exposed to a multi-year program of music tuition 
involving training in increasingly complex rhythmic, tonal, and practical skills display 
superior cognitive performance in reading skills compared with their non-musically 
trained peers.” 

It teaches perseverance. Learning to play an instrument takes time and effort, which 
teaches patience and perseverance. Most people can’t play every piece of music 
perfectly the first time. In fact, the majority of musicians have to work difficult 



	

sections of music multiple times in a row before they can play it correctly. Your child 
will learn the joy of success through hard work.   

It boosts self-esteem. Being in band gives students a sense of pride and 
accomplishment and is good for their self-esteem.  They learn to bring their part to 
contribute to the overall success of the band, and in doing so they feel validated.  
There are no benches in band.  Every member is important to our success. 

It teaches you to multi-task, manage time, and have better organizational 
skills.  Being in band requires students to learn how to be organized and to manage 
their time wisely.  Good musicians know that the quality of practice time is more 
valuable than the quantity.  To progress more quickly, they will need to learn how to 
organize their practice time and choose the challenging parts to work on, requiring 
efficient use of time.  

There is a plethora of reasons for students to join band, and they all include lessons 
that will help them in whatever passion/career they choose to pursue later in life.  I 
hope you will make the decision to start your child on this incredible journey because 
I cannot wait to start making music with your child.   

Please don’t hesitate to call me at 630-766-6210 x6456, or e-mail at 
emorong@wdsd7.org if you have any questions.   

Gratefully, 

 

Eric A. Morong 

Band Director 


